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Brass Band League Meeting

Saturday 3rd June 2017
CWA Band Room, Carrickfergus

Chairperson
Boris Pinto
Attendees

Boris Pinto (Murley), Stephen Kennedy (Templemore), Alan Hunter (1st Old Boys), Amber MacLennan (Third Carrick), Nigel Brodison (Ballyduff), Jonathan Sharpe (1st Old Boys), Bill Caughey (President), Patricia Gibson (Wellington), Victoria McAuley (Wellington), Chris McGookin (CWA), Jeanette Morton (Dungannon), David Leonard (Dungannon),
Apologies

Paul Kirk (Downshire), Bill Clements (VP/1st Larne Old Boys), Ken Browne (Comber), David Johnston (Laganvale), Michael Alcorn (Downshire)

Boris Pinto welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Minutes of Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and accepted by those who were present. 
Correspondence
Paul Kirk advised that he would be attending an upcoming Arts Council Music Sector meeting on 15th June.
A note was received from Ellen Mullen thanking the BBL for their contribution towards her trip to the European Youth Brass Band. She loved it!
Treasurer’s Report

Stephen Kennedy advised that the bank balance was £1268.26 on 25/5/17. 
He advised the meeting that a cheque to the value of £600 had now been received from Tommy Barr, which is awaiting clearance at the bank.
EBBA affiliation fee is now due. NIBA have requested £320 from BBL. 

The cheque to Malone Presbyterian Church for Solos & Ensembles has yet to be presented.

There is approx. £400 yet to come out of the account. 

New current account will be set up soon.

Festival of Brass
Boris Pinto updated the meeting on the availability of various venues:

· Elmwood Hall on 25th November. The Mandela Hall could be used for warm-up. Michael Alcorn hoping to know availability within the week.
· RBAI. AQE exams are that day, likely unavailable but awaiting reponse
· Methody – ideal as very close to QUB and good hall however same issue as RBAI. Available in afternoon – Hall + 2 classrooms = £530
· Stranmillis – Hall is £400/day + £170/room. They also have a café.
Music Adjudicators being considered are:

· Leigh Baker

· Richard Marshall – needs to be day trip – not feasible

· Gary Cutt

· Roger Webster
Alan Hunter has spoken to Diane Creighton and she is willing to act as Entertainment Adjudicator on the day. It was however mentioned that she is a musician and teacher and there was a concern that this may conflict with her role as entertainment adjudicator. 
Solos & Ensembles 2018
Alan Hunter advised that he no longer wished to organise the event. Amber MacLennan offered to take on the organisation with Alan’s assistance. 

Andrew Williams (Bass Trombone, Cory) will be Senior Section adjudicator. Alan Hunter to contact John Hueston. Bob Quick as next option.
Boris Pinto thanked Alan Hunter for all of his work over the years in organising the Solos. 

Brass in Concert, Fivemiletown

Same adjudicators to be considered as for Festival of Brass.

Spring Festival 2018
Boris Pinto advised that Tommy Barr is keen for the event to return to Strabane. 
Open discussion ensued resulting in a consensus that

Strabane is still the best deal. David Leonard proposed that the event returns to Strabane, Chris McGookin seconded the proposal. No other proposals were made. 
Any Other Business
An issue was raised regarding the date of the 2017 NIBA Championships. Some bands have advised that they may not be able to enter the contest due to players attending the National Championships in London.
It was suggested that bands should perhaps stand together and boycott the contest. 

It was noted that the NIBA has stated 4 years ago that their chosen date would not clash with the Nationals going forwards, however the issue has arisen once again. 

It was also noted that flute bands have asked brass bands to move in the past and they have been accommodated however on this occasion flute bands will not move due to 1 week less rehearsals. 

Boris Pinto to discuss further with the executive to agree the best way to proceed.
There being no further business, Boris Pinto brought the meeting to a close. 

Next meeting will be held on Saturday 2nd September in Laganvale Bandroom.

Upcoming Events

14/21 October
NIBA Championships (Brass on 14th)

2018 BBL Contest Dates

17 Feb

Solos & Ensembles

23-24 Feb
Brass in Concert, Fivemiletown

21 Apr
TBC
Spring Festival (28 Apr as alternative)
24 Nov

Festival of Brass @ QUB
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