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Brass Band League Meeting

Saturday 9th January 2016
Laganvale Band Room, Wansbeck Street, Belfast

Chairperson
Boris Pinto
Attendees

Michael Alcorn (Downshire), Bill Clements (VP/1st Larne Old Boys), Allan Davison (3rd Carrickfergus) , Ken Browne (Comber), Jeanette Morton (Wellington), David Leonard (Dungannon), Ken Tweedie (VP), Nigel Brodison (Ballyduff), Alan Hunter (1st Old Boys), David Johnston (Laganvale), Stephen Kennedy (Templemore), Boris Pinto (Murley), Paul Kirk (Downshire) 
Apologies

Patricia Gibson (Wellington)
Boris Pinto welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Minutes of Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and accepted by those who were present. 
Correspondence
Paul Kirk reported that the quest for adjudicators continued. Brett Baker now confirmed for Solos & Ensembles. Leigh Baker not available for Brass in Concert but has been confirmed for Spring Festival. Waiting on response from Anne Crookston regarding Brass in Concert. 

Brett Baker’s flights are booked. Patricia Gibson has kindly offered to put Brett up. Arrives into Belfast City on the Friday at 1810. Departs Belfast International on Sunday at 0840. 

Email from Malone Presbyterian Church confirming that facilities are all booked for Solos & Ensembles. Badminton etc has been cancelled. No food is to be allowed in Choir Room.

Treasurer’s Report

Stephen Kennedy advised that the bank balance at the end of December was £2039.08. He noted that the door money from the Festival of Brass has now been lodged and prize money checks are now starting to be drawn. Some programme/advertising money is still outstanding. He advised that he had received notification that Fivemiletown sponsorship money had been paid into the BBL account, although he wasn’t aware of the amount.
Solos & Ensembles 2016
Alan Hunter brought those present up to date with proceedings.
Entry Total is £746. Entries were in on time with exception of 1 band.

In future, late entries will be accepted but at double entry fee.

Entries as follows (with last year’s in brackets)

	Juniors
	 
	 
	Seniors
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	10+under solo
	14 (13)
	 
	Slow Melody
	33 (33)

	12+under solo
	30 (30)
	 
	C Solo
	4 (15)

	12+under ens.
	2 (2)
	 
	B Solo
	7 (15)

	Junior Band
	4 (4)
	 
	A Solo
	15 (14)

	15+under solo
	42 (43)
	 
	10 Piece A
	4 (3)

	17+under solo
	21 (13)
	 
	10 Piece B
	1 (1)

	17+under ens.
	4 (4)
	 
	Senior Ens.
	8 (9)

	 
	
	 
	B Quartet
	3 (5)

	 
	
	 
	A Quartet
	11 (8)

	 
	
	 
	 
	

	Total
	117 (109)
	 
	Total
	86 (103)


Brett Baker confirmed as Senior Adjudicator. Awaiting confirmation from Jonny Rea for Junior Adjudicator. Stephen Magee is next on list. James MacCafferty and Stephen Murray were also suggested.
A discussion ensued as to whether senior sections should be open or closed adjudication. It was proposed and agreed by those present that this should be left up to the adjudicator to decide. Paul Kirk will contact Brett Baker to discuss.

Paul Kirk to check piano tuning closer to the time.

Paul Kirk & Alan Hunter to source trophies.

Paul Kirk to organise printing of adjudicator sheets.

It was proposed and agreed that the draw would be published 2 weeks in advance of the day. Details will be posted online, except if senior adjudication is closed, in which case bands will be notified directly.

Start time on the day will 0930

Alan Hunter appealed for bands to notify him of any withdrawals asap in order for more accurate timings to be provided. 

Brass in Concert 2016
Paul Kirk awaiting confirmation from Anne Crookston that she will be available on the day.

Frank Sweeney has been confirmed as entertainment adjudicator.

Currently there is no sponsor for the 2016 event.
The executive will decide the prize fund for the event based on income.

Paul Kirk to request the use of Laganvale’s percussion, also for Spring Festival.

Boris Pinto advised that the Valley Hotel is available for the extra event on the Friday evening. Ballyreagh, Lisnaskea and Churchill bands have all expressed an interest, although Churchill need to play first due to other commitments.
Paul Kirk to contact other bands regarding the Friday night event to see if they would like to take part.
Allan Davison to speak to Gregg at the Valley Hotel to confirm all is in place.

Spring Festival 2016
Leigh Baker has been confirmed as adjudicator. 
The lack of interest in the contest from Fourth section bands was discussed. It was suggested that bands could be asked to play a hymn tune, march and 1 other piece in order to get away from the assumption that a test piece must be played. Paul Kirk to contact the bands to see whether this might help.

Band Development
BBL hoping to organise a Conductors’ Workshop for May/June time. There will be 2 sessions, 1 for inexperienced conductors with the participants also playing, the other will be for experienced conductors and will require a band to be engaged. 
Paul Kirk to talk to Bob Quick about running another brass tutor workshop in Dungannon.

Paul Kirk to progress the idea of a Junior Band Day where smaller groups of inexperienced players will rehearse the same music for a few weeks then get together to rehearse and perform.

Any Other Business
Michael Alcorn advised that the Whitla Hall is booked for 26th November 2016 for Festival of Brass, this is the week after Brass in Concert @ The Sage.
There being no further business, Boris Pinto thanked everyone for coming and drew the meeting to a close. 

Next meeting will be Saturday 6th February, at which the Brass in Concert draw will be made.

Upcoming BBL Events

	13th February 2016
	Solos & Ensembles

	27th February 2016
	Brass in Concert

	16th April 2016
	Spring Festival


Upcoming Other Events

Cory in Concert
?? September 2016

Dungannon Leisure Centre
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