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Brass Band League Meeting

Saturday 7th November 2015
Laganvale Band Room, Wansbeck Street, Belfast

Chairperson
Allan Davison
Attendees

Bill Clements (1st Larne), Patricia Gibson (Wellington), Jeanette Morton (Wellington), Nigel Brodison (Ballyduff), David Leonard (Dungannon),David Johnston (Laganvale), Boris Pinto (Murley), Ken Tweedie (VP), Michael Alcorn (Downshire), Paul Kirk (Downshire), Stephen Kennedy (Templemore), Allan Davison (Third Carrickfergus)

Apologies

Patricia Evans (Dynamic Brass), Ken Browne (Comber), Alan Hunter (1st Old Boys)
Allan Davison welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Minutes of Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and accepted by those who were present. 
Correspondence
Paul Kirk reported communications since last meeting:

· The following bands notified the BBL of their intention to withdraw from the Festival of Brass Contest; Roughan Silver Band, Dungannon Silver Band, Comber Silver Band

· Gillian Shiels of IABCB emailed regarding Brighouse & Rastrick Concerts (see posters)

· Regarding Festival of Brass entertainment adjudicator, no response from Wendi Kane. Angela Haley now confirmed (she adjudicated in 2013).

· Steve Sykes booked into Wellington Park Hotel. He’ll need a lift to the International Airport on the Sunday.

· Richard Arquati, RAF Charitable Trust, re: Concert at the Belfast Waterfront in December (see poster)

· 1st Old Boys Youth Band Chairperson emailed to request financial assistance for their trip to the European Brass Band Championships in Lille next year. 

Treasurer’s Report

Stephen Kennedy advised that the bank balance at the end of October was £2585.15. Fivemiletown’15 sponsorship has yet to arrive (approx. £750).
Festival of Brass 2015
Paul Kirk advised all facilities at QUB are booked and Steve Sykes is booked into Wellington Park Hotel.
Timings were discussed due to the withdrawal of 3 bands. Start time to change to 11am. Event should be finished by 8pm.

Alan Hunter to arrange for BBL stands to be left at warmup room.

Bands were reminded to send programme information.

Solos & Ensembles 2016
Paul Kirk to send information out to bands.
Some responses from accompanists are still outstanding.

Executive will book adjudicators, Allan Davison advised that he had been speaking with Geneva regarding using one of their artistes.

Brass in Concert 2016
Depending on who is booked to adjudicate senior solos, Brett Baker could adjudicate music. 
BBL need a sponsor for this event to replace the GR White contribution.

Paul Kirk to speak to Noel Trimble about booking Wesleyann Hall and Murley Bandroom.

Entry Packs to go out to bands before Christmas. Closing date will be the week before the February meeting.

Spring Festival 2016
Paul Kirk to start contacting adjudicators. Adam Cooke will be working with local bands before then and is therefore not acceptable as an adjudicator. Andrew Porter to be added to list.

Any Other Business
Regarding request by 1st Old Boys for financial assistance, this was discussed by those present and the general feeling as that unfortunately the BBL would not be able to offer support this time around due to limited financial resources.
Michael Alcorn advised that the QUB Brass Band will compete in UNIBRASS 2016 for the first time on 20th February at Warwick University. 

Boris Pinto sought the views on those present with bands trying to build relationships with local schools. Feelings were mixed, some bands have had success while others have struggled. There appears to be an embarrassment factor with kids playing instruments, particularly post-primary. It was suggested that bands should perhaps concentrate on one local school.
RAF will be running a youth workshop on Sunday 29th November in the Elmwood Hall, Belfast. All Welcome. Paul Kirk to send information out to bands.
A get-together of junior/youth ensembles as suggested by Bob Quick was discussed. The BBL are happy to facilitate something, perhaps at Easter. It is envisaged that smaller groups with inexperienced players (1-2 years’ experience) would rehearse the same music for a few weeks then get together for a jamming session on the day. 

Next Meeting, including AGM will take place on Saturday 5th December.

Upcoming BBL Events

	13th February 2016
	Solos & Ensembles

	27th February 2016
	Brass in Concert

	16th April 2016
	Spring Festival


Upcoming Other Events

Downshire Brass in Concert with Grosvenor Choir
Saturday 5th December

St Thomas’ Church, Lisburn Road, Belfast
Composing and Arranging for Brass Bands Workshop with Dorothy Gates, Composer in Residence with the New York Staff Band
Wednesday 15th December 4pm
Queen’s University Belfast
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