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Brass Band League Meeting

Saturday 4th October 2014
Laganvale Band Room, Wansbeck Street, Belfast

Chairperson
Alan Hunter
Attendees

Bill Clements (1st Larne), William Caughey (President), Ronnie Kennedy (VP), Ken Tweedie (VP), Sam Howlett (CWA), Fred McCrea (VP), David Johnston (Laganvale), Stephen Kennedy (Templemore), Alan Hunter (1st Old Boys), Paul Kirk (Downshire), Michael Alcorn (Downshire), Patricia Gibson (Wellington), Allan Davison (3rd Carrickfergus), Patricia Evans (Dynamic Brass), Nigel Brodison (Ballyduff), Boris Pinto (Murley), Jeanette Morton (Wellington), David Leonard (Dungannon)

Apologies

John Patton (VP), St Mark’s Delegates
Alan Hunter welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Minutes of Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and accepted by those who were present. 
Correspondence
Paul Kirk reported communications since last meeting:

Ulster Folk & Transport Museum emailed to request the services of a brass band for a festive engagement on 10th December. This was forwarded to bands and Downshire Brass were drawn from the hat.

An email discussion with SBBA regarding provision of youth band leader training led to a discussion with Alan Fernie. Alan is not available on the Festival of Brass weekend or the following weekend. To be discussed further.
Rodney McCabe emailed to advise of recent changes in the NIBA registration system. He advised that bands competing in BBL contests would now have to provide a list of players in advance, including guests, who would be playing in each contest. This is to enable registration sheets to be prepared.

Treasurer’s Report

Stephen Kennedy advised that the balance in the account was £2742.79 on 25/09/14. He noted that the sponsorship money from the Fivemiletown contest had now been deposited.
Festival of Brass 2014

Paul Kirk informed the meeting that Bob Childs unfortunately advised that he could no longer adjudicate the contest due to unforeseen work commitments. He advised that
the services of Richard Evans had been secured.
Entertainment adjudicator not yet confirmed.

Paul Kirk advised 17 bands have entered the contest.

With regards to presentation of prizes, Paul Kirk to contact Belfast Lord Mayor’s Office to request their attendance. A query was made regarding playing time for the 4th section. It was agreed that the playing time would return to minimum 15 mins and maximum 20 minutes. 

Start time for the contest will be 10:30am to allow for the hall to be set up including setting out of seating.

The draw for the contest was made as follows:
Youth Bands
1. Downshire Brass Youth Band

2. 1st Old Boys Junior Band

3. 3rd Carrickfergus Junior Band

5th Grade

1. 1st Larne Old Boys Silver Band

4th Grade

1. Dynamic Brass

2. Warrenpoint Silver Band

3. Maguiresbridge Silver Band

4. Dungannon Silver Band

3rd Grade

1. St Mark's Silver Band

2. Comber Silver Band

2nd Grade

1. CWA Brass

2. Roughan Silver Band

3. Third Carrickfergus Band

Championship

1. Laganvale (Metal Technology) Band

2. 1st Old Boys Silver Ban

3. Murley Silver Band

4. Downshire Brass

Running order will be 5th Grade, 4th Grade, 3rd Grade, Lunch, Youth Bands, 2nd Grade, Championship. Depending on timings, there may be an extra interval between 2nd Grade and Championship.
It was confirmed that bands will be playing on the floor rather than the stage. 

The Canada Room in the main Lanyon building has been booked as the warm-up facility.

The South Dining Hall (beside the Whitla Hall) has been booked as the assembly area.
Solo & Ensemble Competition 2015
Alan Hunter advised entry forms would be with bands before end of the month. 

Paul Kirk to continue sourcing accompanists who would like to be added to a list which will be distributed with entry forms. BBL will not be involved in agreeing terms between soloists and accompanists.
Junior sections adjudicator not yet confirmed. Les Neish, Steve Barnett, Kenny Briggs, Mike Hannon were suggested.
Fivemiletown Contest 2015
This will happen on 7th March 2015.

Jonathan Corry confirmed as music adjudicator.

Entertainment adjudicator not yet confirmed. Alan Hunter awaiting reply from Wilfie Pyper. David Leonard & Boris Pinto to contact Dungannon Council to check if anyone might be available. Alan Beattie was also suggested.
Paul Kirk to contact Noel Trimble regarding booking the Wesleyann Hall as warm-up venue.

Paul Kirk to contact local bands to see if any would be interested in taking part in extra event over the weekend. Possibly Hymn Tune & March. It was agreed that such an event would likely need to be indoors due to time of year.
Alan Hunter to contact Valley Hotel to confirm venue availability for the possible extra event and to confirm sponsorship for the 2015 event.

Alan Hunter to speak to Andy McQuiggan regarding the use of Laganvale Percussion on the day.

Spring Festival 2015
Paul Kirk to confirm adjudicator based on agreed list from September meeting.

It was noted that Gary Cutt and Michael Bach might be involved in the Swiss Nationals which take place around that time of year.

Members of BBL executive to meet with Tommy Barr to discuss the event.

Paul Kirk to check with Tommy Barr & David Roulston regarding photos which were taken at 2012 event and whether they are still available for bands. 

Any Other Business
David Johnston queried the situation regarding how a player who is ill may be deputised in a contest. Bill Clements clarified that NIBA Contesting Rule 25 states that the band must present a doctor’s line to contest organisers. A player from another band can be sought, this does not affect the bands ability to use 2 other deputies. 
Nigel Brodison informed the meeting that 3 local young players would be attending the Fodens Solo Competition in Sandbach: Sam Brodison, Leah Forsythe, Conor Chambers. Those present at the meeting wished them well.

There being no further business, Alan Hunter brought the meeting to a close.
The next meeting will take place on Saturday 1st November at 3pm.
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